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TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. 





H. 


Dorchester Gaol, Nov. 12, Year 3, of the 

Spanish Revolution, which the Des- 

CiTizENS, pots at Verona cannot revolve or digest. 
It will choke them. 


lysteaD of the usual Address I must make way this week 
formy Memorial to the Lords of the Treasury. It has ap- 
peared in several of the public papers, and I dedicate its 
publication to you as a string of facts, and a brief history 
of my Republican career. Up to tke above date I have 
bad no kind of answer to it, and am not over sanguine, that 
it will, in the least, tend to procure me justice from those 
who have inflicted all the injustice. This one thing makes 
all kind of public petitioning a burlesque, the complaint is 
addressed to those who inflict the injury! This one thing 
renders it of no avail. Tyrants were never brought down 
by petitions: never will be. 


llings 


R. CARLILE. 





10 THE RIGHT HON. THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF 
HIS MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 


Tae Memorian of Ricnarp CaRtLILe, late of London, Booksel- 
ler, now a Prisoner in his Majesty’s Gaol- of Dorchester, informs 
their Lordships, — | 


That Memorialist, in the course of his ruminations upon the mise- 
rable condition of a great portion of the human species, and particu- 
larly upon that of a very large part of the inhabitants of this and a 
neighbouring island, fancied that he saw a remedy in a free printing 
press and a free discussion upon all subjects, that right and truth may 
be discovered and wrong and error exploded, to the increase of intel- 
tions ligence and the general improvement of mankind. | ; 

Ad- Perceiving that nothing like free and manly discussion existed 
uaee among his countrymen, and that the human mind was generally op- 
pressed by laws, customs, and interests that were partial and perni- 
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cious, your Memorialist, having previously adopted au extra-experj- 
mental belief, that unnatural restraint was the cause of misery, and 
that natural freedom was the ouly remedy, resolved on the expedient 
of putting it to the test of experiment, the result of which his been, 
though binging bonds on himself, a promise of success exceeding his 
most Sanguine expectations, 

Your Memorialist is anxious to Impress upon the minds of your 

Lordships, that throughout his career of writing, printing, and pub- 
lishing, he has acted upon his own ideas, without subiiitting to the 
least instigation by any one person, or without receiving any kind of 
private support, and to tte best of his knowledge he has studiously 
kept in the broad and open path of morality, always seeking to act 
in the face of day, and with a willingness that his every action should 
be known. Ue alludes to this circumstance, with a hope of dispers- 
ing any idea that may exist of his having been instigated or sup- 
ported by any other persons who lay concealed, as the assertion has 
been faisely and publicly niade that your Memorialist is supported by 
the talents, the influence, and the wealth of others. He assures your 
Lordships that he guitted his former occupation as a mechanic in the 
month of April, 1817, from no other than his own mental suggestions, 
for the sele purpose of establishing and working a free pvinting 
press, 
_ Almost at his first attempt, or in the month of August of the same 
year, Memorialist was arrested on three Judges’ warrants, at the suit 
of the Attorney-General, and thrown into the King’s Bench Prison, 
where he lay for eighteen weeks, and then liberated without trial or 
without redress; still continuing, through the means of his wife and 
servant, the sale of the pamphlets for which he had been arrested and 
confined. 

Throughout the year 1818 Memorialist stiil continued publishing 
the same and similar pamphlets unmolested; but on the moment of 
his producing more important publications, he was again immediate- 
ly proceeded against in ex-officio informations by his Majesty's At- 
torney-General, and in a two-fold measure, by the interference of a 
Society calling itself an Association for the Suppression of Vice. — 

True to his purpose (the interests of morality and human happi- 
ness, to the best of his knowledge and belief) Memorialist persevered 
in the sale of his publications, and in as many new productions as his 
means would admit; whilst in the course of the year 1819, he was 
five times arrested, cast into four different prisons, and had five times 
to procure excessive bail. ae 

Being brought into the Court of King’s Bench on a pretence of 
trial, your Memorialist was informed by the Lord Chief Justice, that 
the Common Law would not allow him to justify what he had done, 
whatever were the truths of his publications or the nature and extent 
of his justifications; because a part of the law called Christianity was 
in question and opposed to them, This decision was made and sup- 
ported by the Lord Chief Justice Abbott, whica deprived your Me- 
morialist of a moral and effectual defence, in justifying his conduct 
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by the truth and importance of the opinions he had published. The 
‘ference of this decision was, that the Common Law did not distin- 
ouish between truth and falsehood, but that it would protect Chris- 

fianity even if it could be overthrown as a systein by argument and 
truth. 

Upon this doctrine of the Common Law, solemnly and seriously laid 
down by the Chief Justice, two successive Juries returned verdicts of 
Guilty against your Mewmorialist, and he was consequently brought 
up for the judgment of the Court, on the 16th day of November, 
1819, when, in one case he was sentenced to two years imprisonment 
in this Gaol of Dorchester, and to pay a fine of ove thousand pounds; 
in the other to a further imprisonment of one year, aud a further fine 
of five hundred pounds; two excessive fines for a man with a family, 
who had been struggling with adversity and difficulties from his 
youth, and who had never acquired any other property than a good 
stock in trade by his industry and exe:tions, 

But further than this, every attempt to distress and ruin your Me- 
morialist was made. Immediateiy on the two sentences being pass- 
ed, a writ of Jevari facius was issued by the same Judges, and all 
the property belonging to Memorialist, in his dwelling house, 59, 
Fleet Street, was seized on account of those fines, within four hours 
of the sentence being passed; his shop was shut up, and business 
stopped for six weeks; when a removal of goods from the house was 
made on the twenty-fourth day of December, and the wife and infant 
children of Memorialist, one of them only three weeks old, would 
have perished for want, without food, without beds, in the midst of 
winter, if frugality had not enabled Memorialist to preserve a small 
quantity of cash to keep the house habitable for them, and to pay 
for his own furniture. 

His stock in trade, a full equivalent for his two fines, was removed 
from the house: no sale has been made, nor any account given to 
Memorialist of its situation or application from that day to this, 
whilst the neglect to séil has caused an excuse to be left open for 
asecond seizure of such further stock in trade as Memorialist had 
accumulated in two years afterwards; which has gone the same way, 
and has left him, in regard to paying his fines, in the same situation 
as if no property had been taken from hin; whilst these very severe 
losses have left him no kind of property whatever, save and ex- 
cept'such stock in trade as he has again been able to accumulate. 

The inference which Memorialist draws, and which he wishes 
your Lordships to draw from this statement is, that as his three 
years’ inprisonment will expire on the 16th day of November in- 
stant, which he was sentenced to fill out in this gaol, he will on that 
day have suffered more than his sentences from his Judge’s warrant. 

ealeulates, at a moderate computation, that the seizure of his 
Property at two distinct periods, and shutting him out a full year 
from his house in Fleet Street, have been a loss to him exceeding 


five thousand pounds, The neglect of a formal payment of his fines 
Cannot be justly viewed as a default on the part of your Memorialist, 
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because his prosecutors, his Judges, and the Sheriffs, who have acted 
under their directions, have successfully sought to deprive him of all 
means of paying them; he therefore appeals to the justice of your 
Jordships to be freed from any further demands on account of his 
fines, and that he pass free from this prison, after entering into the 
recoguizances required by his warrant, at the expiration of his three 
years Imprisonment, 
| RICHARD CARLILE. 
Dorchester Gaol, Nov. 6, 1822. 











TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





London, Nov. 5, year 1822, of 
Christian Delusion. 

FRIEND, AND INFLEXIBLE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH, 

I ADDR¥sSS you thus in the cordial language of warm sincerity, be- 
cause, although if applied to almost any other cotemporary writer it 
would be but the mere insipid verbosity of unmeaning’ flattery ; the 
integrity of your mind and principles, must 2loue receive it as an 
honest tribute of merited respect. 

I have long felt anxious personally to testify the grateful admira- 
tion your writings and the courageous honesty with which you 
have maintained their promulgation, have impressed me. In the 
days of our great founder of political principle, Thomas Paine, it 
was his tate, as an English writer, to have stood nearly alone in an 
undisguised warfare against the oppressions of theological and Kingly 
despots; the mighty influences engendered in the moral world by 
his all-convincing pen, would be in our time but right to notice— 
but it is not among the least injportant consequences of the intellec- 
tual labours of that great man; that you it would seem are destined 
to the glorious task of accelerating to an extent perhaps as great and 
at present single handed too, this happy work of human ameloration. 
I shall endeavour to shew, by an appeal to facts, that this is not an 
ill-founded anticipation. Looking then, with the most attentive ob- 
servation consequent upon a wish to learn, into the noisy world of 
politics, amidst the immensity of writings and speakings that every 
where continually assail us, what is the amount of new light we per- 
ceive in the science of political economy—or what the satisfaction 
from the developement of sound principles? the answer is clearly ob- 
vious, and the reasons are various and plausible: the most plausible 
and defencible as regards writers is, the many vexatious limitations 
with which the general Press is fettered, and perhaps the moral 
mischief of a restricted press is more widely extended by the foster- 
ing eycouragement it gives to the birth and preservation of every 
prejudice, than in its power of restraint over the appearance of new 

and established truths: but although we can excuse and even SyM- 
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thise with those virtuous mimds who have not, like Richard 
Carlile, the courage to immolate themselves by a publication of their 
honest convictions, and are therefore silent —what Shall we say of 
those professors of all kinds, but particularly of those professors 
of intellectual and social emancipation, who under the suffrage 
of a well earned popularity on some one particular subject, 
are seen SO Often catering to the vulgar passions and prejudices 
of ignorance, or flattering the still more inveterate prejudices of 
aristocratic power. Alas! we can only say that, in the present semi- 
barbarous state of civilization, the support of prejudice is a trade 
of profit either to the purse, or to personal vani‘y; and thus at a 
view we have a satisfactory insight into the causes why writers and 
speakers of really honest principles are so very few: but while the 
certain indications of the character and aims of these designing 
traders in Prejudice will ever be found absiractedly, in the continually 
changing inconsistencies of the opinions they disseminate and the 
causes they embrace—yet it not unfrequeutly happens from the 
plausible sincerity evinced on certain just eccasions where self-inte- 
terest is not endangered, or not perceived by the lookers on, that 
such characters have so far gained the unsuspecting confidence of 
the honest and unwary, as to erect themselves into the oracles and 
asitwere the dictators of public opinion; and too often, unfortu- 
nately, this spell of delusion has not been broken, antil an open be- 
trayal of the cause has at once unveiled the deceiver and sacrificed 
the deceived! These latter reflections are obtruded on my mind by the 
recollection in particular of the manly expositions of your corres- 
pondent Mr. Brayshaw, who has convincingly shewn both the dan- 
ser and absurdity of resorting, for the advance of a good cause, toa 


dependance on individuals for leadeis, or on secret committees for 


visdom or honesty :—and although I would impress this general truth 
om the minds of every one in society as one of the most vital impor- 
lance to the security of their liberties, still I trust, by upholding 
your individual character not as a leader, but as a model truly worthy 
of imitation, I shall both free myself from a charge of paradox, and 
fully substantiate the opinion | have assumed of your individual use- 
fulness, What then are the maiked peculiarities entitling you, Sir, 
lo this distinction over your cotemporary writers of the periodical 
press—and in fact, with a few honourable exceptions, over most 
other writers > what is it but that you love truth sexcerely, and being 
profoundly convinced of its indispensible necessity to human well- 
being, you seek in the active spirit of social benevolence, to extend 
is ¢xalting immunities, with a courage which bids defiance to the 
machinations of bigotted misrepresentation, and to the heaviest per- 
“<cutions of tyrannic power: when we caonot bat remark that the 

Y direct tendency of most public writings on theology and Govern- 
Ment, is to corrupt or to deceive — having in pursuit merely the ob- 
tof promoting the notions, the passions, and the interests of party- 

ites, or the petty dogmas of party superstition —and while even in 

Se Writings, assuming to be liberal and enlightenened, we too gene- 
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rally find either much compromising with received opinions ant ase. 
clothed errors, or a great predilection for favourite systems to which 
our wmplicet accordance is confidently demanded; we turn with jn. 
creased satisfaction to your pages to contemplate the strength, the 
honesty and freedom of a mind that can at once discard every pre- 
conceived attachment to unexamined opinion; and while, like the 
original powers of a Paine, it creates and developes, in the passion 
of integrity, indubitable truths, it seeks their establishment only in 
the most unlimited freedom of open discussion :—this it is which 
constitutes one of your peculiarly striking claims to superiority;— 
you do not demand our belief to this or that proposition, but while 
convincing, you ask us to reason and challenge our Opposition, — 
superior even to the exclusive bias which a zeal for truth will some- 
times inspire, you love truth only so long as zt cannot be proved error, 
For this it is, I repeat, I would hold you up to all who write to do 
good, as an original for emulation, and yet still more for the en- 
thusiastic anxiety you have exhibited to extend the blessings of moral 
and political light among those classes of society, whom their tyrants 
iguorantly conceive themselves interested in keeping in darkness— 
those classes whose situations would be the most influenced aud im- 
proved by a change of systems, because at all times suffering most 
under oppressions; 1 mean the middling and labouring, or the great 
bulk of the community,—by extending correct sentiments amongst 
these, and by entering into the proceedings and schemes that have 
been in different places agitated among them, and by unmasking 
the hypocrisy, selfishness, and evil tendency of these schemes, your 
labours have achieved the greatest advantages, and have done more 
towards the permanent advancement of rational liberty than any other, 
the most boasting and boasted of periodical writer of the present 
day *, and have unequivocally earned for you the admiration and 
respect of every unprejudiced virtuous heart. The Machiavelian may 
affect to sneer at the assertion, (this, by the way, is a being in the 
circle of intelligence the most dishonest and contemptible, who des- 
pising for himself the tyrannous influences of prejudice, yet dares to 
assert them to be necessary means of Government) but I have no 
hesitation in declaring that 1 see the most flattering encouragement 
to the sure progress of human regeneration, in the continued increase 
of subscribers to the discharge of your nefarious fines—Yes, I see 10 
the very fact of your subscription lists being made up for the most 
part of the hard-earned mites of honest industry, the most cheering 
assurance of ultimate success, although I much fear they will prove 
inadequate to the proposed end of securing your liberation —unless 
co-operatively assisted by some considerable supply from the more 


* To this I feel justice and gratitude demand one illustrious excepto” 
to be made, for a journal whose undeviating consistency in combating 101 
the individual and collective rights of man, and for every attempt that cou ; 
better his heart and extend his happiness, has been unimpeachably = 
spicuous from its first establishment to the present time.—I need scarce} 


say, I mean the Sunday Examiner. 
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yealthy friends to liberal sentiment and free discussion ;—Where 
ye they? 1 trast many more have sent their aid privately, than 
appear on the list*, surely such of these who have nof, can 
not want reminding how very closely the oppressions visited 
on you and your worthy family are associated with their own 
dearest rights ;—in short yours 1s the cause of every one in this 
kingdom, nay, Ol all mankind from the Pole to the Equator, 
however widely opposed you may be in epinion; but more especially 
isit the bosom business of all those who think it not just to burn alive 
for the promulgation of conscientious sentiments,—or who believe 
that the same power, which could with so much cant of roodness in 
the mouth, and so much cold-blooded insensibility of heart, subject 
you and others to an incarceration for years, simply for the exercise 
if this right, would not have hesitated to have sent you to the 
vheel or to the stake, did the temper of the age permit them to 
do so! 

Enclosed is One Pound, the conjoint asssistance of myself and a 
bother infidel, who as enthusiasticaily venerates your dauntless virtue, 
thoagh he sometimes trembles for your future safety;—in sending 
you this trifle, we beg it to he considered as an expression of that un- 
qulified esteem, while we regret its ceficiecy asa pecuniary aid ;— 
for l once more repeat, that prompi effective meatus of rehef must 
and ought to come from the wealthy pariisans to the right of usen- 
saved inquiry: at the same time it is Impossible to calculate upon 
the wimate magnitude of the continually increasing small contribu- 
tions of numerous individuals: Jet it be remembered, that in the 
physical world, the imperceptible accuinulation of numbers, infinitely 
maute particles of watery matter, compounds a dense mass, often 
of vast elemental powers, astonishing in their active operations and 
alensively important in their effects; and I cannot conclude this 
ing letter better than by joining in the appeal to all who love truth 
aid enlightened freedom, so ably made by your friends of Manches- 
ter, and more recently of Millbridge,—/et aii furnish what they can, 
and this concentrated aggregate may in time become a moral conden- 
sation of force not only to rend asunder the chains incircling oxe vir- 


“ltows family, but those of all others suffering iu the same cause! 


With the most heartfelt wishes for the happiness and fulfilment of 
ery hope of Yourself, Wife, and Sister. 
I am, sincerely yours, 


HARMODIOUS, 


* Harmodious having expressed a hope that I have received private aid 

0a greater extent than has been made public, I beg to assure him that I 

enot, and I could pot dare to say so if I had. Every subscription penny 

ve heard of I have made public and not a penny more than has 

on enred Many private friends have incurred losses and expences to 

: me on particular occasions ; .but nothing that I could make public as 

tte subscription of money, or other property in the shape of direct 
port, has been omitted. 2 

| R. CARLILE, 
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A VAGABOND AND LYING CHRISTIAN 
EXPOSED. 





Tur public have heard a great deal of a certain Lieuje- 
nant of the Navy, who, when he wes discharged from his 
ship, had cunning enough to see, that Methodist preaching 
was not altogether a bad trade on shore, with no other 
means of turning a penny. This person is now commonly 
known as the Reverend Mr. Smith of Penzance. This 
Reverend Vagabond has acquired the true art of methodis- 
tical preaching, and wherever he can get a congregation 
together, with the prospect of making a collection of money, 
for the better dissemination of an almighty omnipresent 
God’s word, there he is to be found preaching! In villages, 
in the bye-lanes of towns, or any where, so as the congre- 
gation and the pence can be collected, he is your man to 
dole out the word of God. If he preaches in Hull, he will 
raise the curiosity and surprise of his dupes by telling them 
some lies and strange anecdotes about what is passing in 
London, and vice versa; always laying the scenes of his 
tales about a hundred miles from the spot where he narrates 
them. But it happens that at Hull, there is a paper called 
** The Hull Advertiser,” of somewhat the same stamp as 
the Vagabond Preacher, and this paper has reported two of 
his speeches, which are replete with lies of the most bare- 
faced description. Here then we have the Reverend in 
print, and every means of exposing his craft and tricks— 
here they shall be exposed. , 

There were two meetings of fools and fanatics held in 
Hull last month; the one on the fifteenth day called “ The 
Annual Meeting of ‘ The Hull Evangelical Society, for pro- 
moting the Gospel in Holderness and the neighbouring Vil- 
lages’;” the other on the sixteenth, called “ The Annual 
Meeting of the Hull and East Riding Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety. At both these meetings the Reverend Vagabond 
Smith was present, and at each, among other lies, he told 
some about me. At the first meeting he is reported to have 
spoken as follows: 

























‘¢ The Rev. Gentleman then communicated some interesting pa'l- 
culars respecting a society about to be established in London to 
carry the gospel into the dark corners and retired parts of that metro” 
polis. He stated that a shop had been recently opened to vend 
Carlile’s blasphemous and infidel publications, which were agall 
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axposed to, and bought by, the multitude; but if the gospel was 
amply; generally, and zealously preached, and God's work was left 
‘shis own bands, ten thousand times ten thousand Carliles could 
ever ipjure it. Jesus must reign, till all his foes become his foct- 
ool, The Rev. Gent. then stated that a survey had been taken 


the Thames, and 60,000 persons, resident on its banks, were 


| found destitute of religious instruction, A meeting was held to 


rmasociety for this object, when a man came forward and address- 
od him, saying that if he held his tongue the boards would cry out 
against him;—he had been the greatest infidel in London, and he 
proceeded to give an account of himself in substance as follows:— 
lle was foreman to Carlile, and he heard Mr, S. preach on Kenning- 
in Common, when he handed to him some Spencean writings, 
requesting his opinion upon them. Some time afterwards, Mr. 8. 
as preaching to a number of watermen; the same individual was 
among them, and called out—‘*‘ I am a Deist, but almost you have 

rsuaded me to be a Christian.”’ Struck with the power of God he 
wenthome. A few days afterwards a poor Methodist called to ask 
ifhe would send his children to a Sunday School? They conversed; 
he was much affected, and told the Methodist of his impressions, 
whom, at the same time he desired to burn his infidel books, and 
fetched down Paine’s Age of Reason, and Carlile’s Mock Thial, for 
that purpose. The Methodist declined: upon which the man asked 
him to blow the fire while he fetched down the books, and put them 
into it, This was agreed to; and they were so numerous that it 
occupied considerable time to consume them. Mr. 8, added, he did 
not know any thing of the man, and had not seen him since; but at 
the Meeting in question, he thanked God for giving him courage to 
do this; stated that he was seeking the Lord Jesus Christ; that he 
was desirous to do as much as he could, and to be as active for 
Christ as he had been for Satan.” 


To this I answer, that I never employed any man in the 
character of a foreman, and that I never employed any man 
itmy business from first to last who had at the same time 
a wife and a child, excepting Mr. William Clark, who was 
lately tried for publishing “ Queen Mab.” ‘There are a 
tundred persons in London, who will support this statement 
ofmine. [ have employed eight men, above twenty years old, 
a8 shopmen, and I can take upon myself to say, that they are 
tow all of them most firm and most decided Materialists. 
Three of them are now suffering imprisonment for their opi- 
lions, and three others expectants of the same honour; the 
*venth conducts my printing, and the eighth has been 
vorking in another channel upon the same principle almost 
‘ver since he left me. Excepting those eight, | have em- 
ployed nothing, but youths and errand boys, not one of 
whom did I ever question about his opinions, or use the 
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least means to induce him to adopt or comprehend mine 
So much in answer to the story about the recanting fore. 











pai 


man, the methodist applying to the man to advise him to ‘ 
send his.children to, school, and the burning of the books | 
Independent of this exposure, the Reverend Vagabond x4 


gives the lie to himself in his own account. He says, that 
at a meeting to form a religious society, to preach Gods 
word to the people about the Thames, this foreman: of mine 
came forward, and said, ane if he held his tongue the boards : 
would cry out against him: that he HAD BEEN the greatest 
infidel in London,’ &c. Now, of course, this means to 
say, that the man had discovered himself in error as to bjs 
infidelity towards, Christianity, and that he then and there 
felt compelled to renounce that error. ‘The Reverend Liar 
goes on to say, that some time alter he was preaching to 
some watermen, and that this same man being present, said 
to him (Smith) “ Jama Deist, but almost you persuade 
me to be a Christian,” as if he had then, for the first time, 
received an impression from the discourse he had delivered 
to the watermen. Compare these two stories: thivk of a 
Methodist declining to put some of my publications in the 
fire, and think of the same Methodist blowing’ the fire 
whilst the other placed his own books on it; then see how 
the story finishes with another lie, by saying that this fore- 
man of mine thanked God, at this meeting, for giving him 
courage to burn-the books, whereas we are first told that it 
was a few day’s after the meeting that the Methodist called 
upon him: think of all this, see what a string of lies the 
paragraph contains, independent of my denying ever having 
such a man in my employ, and then think what a lying 
vagabond Christian this Ex-Lieutenant Smith of Penzance 
must be! His paragraph carries three distinct lies on the 
face of it, visible to any one who will take the pains to 
examine it. ) 

I will lay it down as an axiom, that it is an utter 1mpos- 
sibility for an individual to fall back to the ignorance of a 
Christian after be has become a Deist or Materialist upoa @ 
full and fair enquiry into the grounds of religion. It is as 
impossible as for a man to become ignorant how to solve 
the most simple problem in mathematies after he had be- 
come.a perfect master of the science: A mental emanation 
from Christianity to Deism or Materialism is an emapavon 
from ignorance to knowledge,, and what we learn upo! 
such a ground we cannot unlearn or forget. It is an ema 
nation from superstition to a liberality of mind founded ou 
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nowledge. It is an emanation from falsehood to truth, 
pvards Which a man may be a hypocrite, but cannot be 
au apostate. é ° — - 
the following paragra ph is that which the Reverend Va- 
abond is reported to have spoken at the second meetizg. 
«The Rev. G. C. SMITH, of Penzance, next addressed the meet- 
4, i0 a speech of great feeling and energy, of which we can barely 
jean outline, After adverting to the great loss sustained by the 
iwiety in the death of Mr. Owen, and provouncing an eulogiun on 
i character, he adverted to the diffusion of intidelity on the conti- 
rent, particularly in France, and stated, from his own observation, 
je effects which it had produced on society in that country, The 
bible Society had no longer to encounter that open and direct hasti- 
iy which was once employed against it; but it bad to meet another 
yeition of a more striking and hideous nature. Societies of Deists 
ud Freethinkers were established in our own metropolis, to circulate 
iiroughout the country every thing that could hinder the progress of 
ie Word of God. —The individual (Cailile) of whom they had heard 
guuch, was supported by men of talent, influence and wealth.— 
fis shop was re-opened s—crowds assembled round it; and upwards 
{10,000 papers had been circulated, addressed to Bible Societies, 
md Ladies’ Societies in particular. A view of the window would be 
wicient to strike them with horror; more especially when they 
ver informed, that they were now not merely one or two, but twenty 
shopmed in reserve, inthe pay of men able to keep them, and deter- 
ained, by the circulation of infidel papers, to cverthrow or render 
ugatory the efforts of the Bible Society. This was doubtless per- 
uitted by God to take place, in order to rouse up the friends of this 
stitution {0 additional energy. The Reverend Gentleman then 
gwea very glowing and animated description of his visit to the tombs 
Voltaire, and Rousseau, and of his triumphant feelings, when 
tuntrasting: on the spot, the impious and arrogant predictions of these 
nen, With the recent conquests of the gospel, and the spread of 
divine truth, throurh the medium of the Bible Society. He urged 
pon thé meeting, the necessity of firmness and perseverance in the 
prosecution of their glorious object.” 


Now, I take upon myself to say, that there is no such aa 
sociation in London, as a society established to circulate 
ical or Atheistical publications. No such publications 

ae given away in any part of this Island, nor any where 
tsethatever | heard. 1 never heard of a subscription for 
“ay such @ purpose upon the smallest scale. I never knew 


‘sigle: publication of the kind given away by any one 
om the'motive of proselytizing. 

_ “8 assertion that I am supported by ‘* men of talent, 
Qhuence and wealth” is utterly false, if it relates to private 
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support. I have received no kind of support but that wh; 

I have made public. I do acknowledge that I haye r 

countenance and approbation of many men of talents in 
fluence, and wealth, but no private support that is worth 

of mention, and, if [ had, I should not have ventured th; 

denial, but have been silent upon the matter. If such ; 
thing had existed as this private support, is it likely that fo 
the want of fifteen hundred pounds, [ should have twice los 
my stock in trade, and have lost such a situation for busines 
as my house in Fleet Street? If these ‘“ men of talent, wealth 
and influence” had stepped forward in 1819, and saved » 

stock and the stopping of my business, by advancing money 
for the fines, the measure would have worked miracles 
The continuation and certain increase of such a business as 
[ was carrying on in 1819 would have annihilated Chris. 
tianity in this country by this time. I was paralyzed by 
the seizure of my stock, and the stopping of the business, 
at a moment when Mrs. Carlile was expecting childbirth, 
and I was still more paralyzed to find there were not two 
housekeepers to bail me from the King’s Bench Prison, and 
not a man of * talent, wealth, or influence,” to hold out his 
hand, or to offer advice or assistance to Mrs. Carlile after I 
had reached this Gaol. No, excepting the support that I 
have made public, [ have done every thing that has been 
done in my name, at my instance, single-handed, whilst, to 
keep up my business, | have had to contend against the arts 
and wishes of friends, or pretended friends, as well as foes. 
There is no kind of manceuvre but I have had to contend 
with, to preserve that business and my own consistency, 
whilst I verily believe I have suffered more from pre- 
tended friends than from avowed enemies, in the course ol 
my struggles to establish and preserve a free press. 

In respect to what Smith, the liar, says about the shop- 
men, or about twenty more being in reserve and in pay, !t 
is equally false. I can have a hundred, or hundreds ol 
men, from Lancashire and Yorkshire, as fast as I want 
them, to withstand any prosecution on account of my pub- 
lications, but there is not one unemployed uvimprisone 
individual in pay for that purpose, nor has any one of them 
received a farthing as pay from any one but myself. ‘There 
is no association connected with my _ business. [ stand 
— and independent, and intend to keep so as far as pos 
sible. 

The ten thousand papers which the Vagabond says, have 
been circulated as addressed to the Bible Societies are BO 





= na 
—— . 





THE REPUBLICAN. 781 
































az more than the penny references to the obscene texts 
she Bible, without note or comment. This little publica- 
va bas galled the saints and the reverends beyond all cal- 


t Whic 
ave th 


pS sation, and as it is a thing which any one may safely 
‘ed th me i sale as to number goes on increasing. I desire no 
a, yiier proof that the Bible is an obscene book, and a book 
that fo i lies and blasphemies, than the manner in which this 
ice los jabond Christian Preacher has noticed this penny pub- 
usinesdmmalion ‘There 1s one thing certain: the Bible of itself 
wealth yermade a convert to the Jewish or Christian religion, 


wi has unmade thousands, even millions, therefore, the 
ile Society is, in fact, the only association in existence 
it makes infidels to the Christian religion, and infidelity 
prards that religion has gone on in unison with the extent 


‘ed m 
Money 
Iracles 


Chie iecirculation of the Bible. The history of this country 
zed by wirms the fact, that when the people knew not the Bible, 


ey were, as they now are in Ireland, all Christians: and, 


Isiness, / 
dbirth, mm ttly believe, that, at this moment, there is not an infidel 
ot two Mme tisisland to the Christian religion, who is not weil ac- 


p, and gaggmuted with the Bible, and whose infidelity is not founded 
rut his a @ Minute examination and comparison of the Bible, 
after [Mages with parts, and the whole with other publications. A 
that | ihop Was wise enough to predict, that the Bible Society 
; been wld destroy the influence of the Bible, and I most sin- 
iIst, to gy Support his prediction. 

e arts |have now merely to request, that some individual into 
s foes. Mme hands this article may come, and who may be near 
yntend ts Reverend Mr. Smith, will send it to him; and further 
tency, Ma" it may be sent to” the Editor of the Hull Advertiser, 
| pre- tito the persons who took a prominent part in the meet- 


4s lu question, among whom were a Mr. Sykes, a Whig 


tse of 
P.a Reverend Giibert, a Reverend Sibthorp, and a rusty 











shop- t. Rust, 

ny, it $M Potchesier Gaol, Nov. 7, 1822. R. CARLILE. 
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the most interesting anecdotes of the day, and are Cireulat 
and read with avidity. “As one of’ those, we copy (ein 
very corrupt 0 ned the following, which speaks of itself 
volume of sound political principle. 
“At the cgnclusion of the American Revolution, p 
Franklin, the English Ambassador, and the French Min: 


ter, Vergennes, dining together at Versailles, a toast {roy 
each was called for and agreed to.—The British Minis 


began with— 


“* George I1I.—who like the Sun in his meridian, spreads a lust 
throughout and enlightens the world. 


The French Minister then followed with— 


** The illustrious Louis X Vi.—who like the Moon, sheds his mi 
and beniguant rays on and influences the globe. 


The American Franklin then gave— 


** George Washington, Commander of the American Army—wh 
like Joshua of old, commanded the Sun and Moon to stand still, ar 
they obeyed him.” 





TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 


Srr, Cursitor Street, Chancery Lane. 
I HAVE to apologize for thus troubling you, but must confess I ha 
for some time past felt a desire to assist in the payment of those eno 
mous and disgraceful fines which have been so unjustly and ivi 
mously imposed on you, and which will shortly be demanded fr 
you and your heroic Sister, previous to your liberation, by anu 
principled and bigoted faction. |My mite is but smail, bat J give 
with an earnest wish that it may be followed by many others, whic 
would soon make good the old saying ‘many mickles make 
muckle,’’ and thus restore to liberty the bold and dungeon-p! 
advocate of Civil and Religious Liberty—Richard Carlile. 

I have’been ‘a constant reader of your publications, and am free 
confess that I am ‘convinced a Republican Government is the m 
pure and most conducive to the happiness of mankind—my motto 
Down with Kingcraft—at present, 1 feel not so convinced with 
gard to religion, as I am now in the course of reading some theol 
gical works—TI cannot, therefore yet, avow myself a Deist, thoug 
what Ihave read, I admit, has tended to shake my faith cons! 
rably. 


You will, therefore, perceive it is not strictly because my Se 


you, b 


ments are in unison with your own that I am an advocate for fe 
rol 


that Iam an advocate for, and friend to, free discussion, n¢ 
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sehigbly disgraceful to prosecute and confine any man merely for 
reulat sjshing his opinions, setting aside the gross injustice of taking 
: i Final means of subsistence by robbing him of all his property, 

itself 


‘cm > 


me 
= 


Cees ee 


i» these the actions of men who profess Christianity ? Ns thib the 
ay they obey the precept "7 love your enemies as yourselvés’’? Ts 
on, D@MMs; tie way they support ‘Cliristianity? Shame on you, ye hypo- 
1 Mini@gjs!. 1eséeins to me they have injured the cause most materially 
ast, {roy gives by attempting to prop up and support it by the strong 


Ministe ofthe law, I say, if religion is true—that is, if the Bible is 

me, itis my firm opinion it wants no human support. 

‘attended at Paul’s Head, Cateaton Street, at a Meeting held there 

your fends on the 4th instant, and was highly gratified to see 

aban assemblage of respectable persons and which I hope in res- 

ptt 10 subscription has far surpassed your expectations. 

his mi ir, G, Jones who seconded one of the resolutions is entitled to the 
sise of every enlightened and upright man for the bold and fearless 
amet in which be advocated the cause of free discussion and your 
wily’s sufferings. He proved himself ‘ honest enough to be bold 

iy—wh@al bold enough to be honest;”’ if i may be allowed to quote an ex- 

still, aafiinsion from that enlightened character, that friend to iankind— 
was Paine, 
Republicans and friends to free discussion, you are now called 
wo to assist in the noble cause of advocating free discussion —it 
ile duty of every one to give what lays in his power to assist in 
uiing the cause triumphant, and liberating our famous countryman 
wolas so manfully faced every danger in promulgating his opi- 


$a lust 





Wis, 
- Lane. AN ENEMY TO CORRUPTION AND A FRIEND 
ss Tha TO FREE DISCUSSION. 
ose end ou will receive enclosed the sum of 5s. 
and ii 
ded fr 
ry an UR a numerous and respectable Meeting of the Friends of Mr. R. 
Z a Catile held at the Paal’s Head, Cateaton Street, on Monday the 4th 
ow ‘Novetiber, to consider of the best means to secure the libera- 


make BAM ton of Mr. Carlile and his Si 
Sets is Sister from the fines imposed upon 
edi lem: it Was resolved - , ‘ , 


m free | That a free press and free discussion are essential to the best 
the m Meee society, and fourm the great bulwark of Civil and 
- motto ey iberty, | 


| with in That Mr, R, Carlile, the determined advocate of free discus- 
e theo! » by bis firm and manly perseverance -against the efforts of a no- 
t, thou and principled band of despotic hirelings, has opposed 
consid aa Considerable effect the plans they adopted for the enslaving of 
bg? 20d the annihilation of the rights and privileges of eivi- 
ny sent , Th - | 

‘you, b is §; abthe term of Mr. R. Carlile’s imprisonment, and that of 
dl hold “ty Mary Aun Carlile, being nearly expired, whose liberation 
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depends on the liquidation of heavy fines, amounting to the enor 
mous sum of £2,000, this Meeting feels it to be an imperative 
duty to make every effort to secure their liberation immediately on 
the expiration. of their terms of imprisonment. , 

4, That a subscription be immediately entered into in furtherance 
of the above object, and its general adoption be recommended 
throughout the country. 

9. That subscriptions be received in London, at 5, Water Lane: 
at 126, Newgate Street; and at 19, Union Street, Borough, In 
Edinburgh by Mr. James Affleck, Merchant, 46, Howe Street, and 
by any individual in the country who will take an open, active part 
on the occasion. : 

(Signed), 
EDWARD HENMAN, Chairman, 


Amount of Subscriptions collected at the Meeting . . £14. 10s, 64. 











TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





FRIEND AND FeLLow-CirizeN, Sheffield, Nov. 3, 1822. 
THE period of inearceration to which our hypocritical tyrants seu- 
tenced you is nearly expired. We trust the Republicans will not suf- 
fer you to remain in prison after its expiration, for the want of the 
payment of those enormous fines, from the imposition of which, and 
the repeated seizures of your property, it was evidently meant to 
sdppress the publication of those wholesome truths which it is in- 
possible for us to appreciate rightly. We know they give to man 
a proper sense of his character, expose those monstrous frauds which 
have been practised upon him and eradicate them from his mind; 
not by physical force, as they were established, but by reason and 
dispassionate enquiry. We look at your past conduct with admia- 
tion, seeing that candour and impartiality have been your distin- 
guished characteristic. In courting enquiry in your opinions, you 
say, ‘‘you have no wish that any of your publications should fall 
into the hands of any individual, but he who can read his Bible aud 
understand its contents.’’ How different is the conduct of your pé- 
secutors? You court enquiry but they dread it. You wish them 
shew you to be in error, and you will be the first to denounce it. 
They in order to prevent enquiry from being made into your publi- 
= pronounce them ‘* the fruits of a paltry scribbler and mere ! 

aldry *.”’ 

Be pleased to accept of the enclosed sum of £2. 4s. though small 


* The assertion cfa Sheffield Unitarian Priest. 
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sa testimony of respect due to you, for your manly perseverance if 
maintaining the practical part of free discussion, Futurity will ré- 
wive the benefit of your sufferings and assiduity in eliciting truth. 
We cannot conclude without expressing our sympathy for the suffer- 
ings of your Wife and Sister, and your noble assistants. In the be- 


half of your admirers, « 
1 am, yours sincerely, 


ADAM RENWICK, 





Sheffield Subscription List. 


s. d. s. d. 
Thomas Turton’s fourth subscrip- L. R. 0 6 
tion, and completion of a pen- Jonathan Smith, a Freethinker 0O 6 
ny per week for the Three John Batty, a Freethinker 0 2 
Years Imprisonment 6 6 Not ashamed of my Name but 
Adam Renwick, do. do. 4 6 afraid of my Pension :. «4 
George Walton, was twenty Zo Ee 0 6 
years a Wesleyan Methodist, Matt. Addy 0 6 
but now a Materialist 3 6 M. F. an Enemy to Religious 
Thomas Parker, an Enemy to Persecutions 0 6 
Priests, but a Friend to Free J. D. 0 6 
Inquir 1 0 Jobn Pritchard 2 0 
George Moore 1 O John Oldham 0 6 
William Lindley, an Admirer of William Maxfield 0 6 
the Masters of Truth, such as William Wragg, a Detester of 
Paine and Carlile, but an Ene- Priestcraft 1 0 
my to Liars such as Priests Luke Hides 1 0 
and Bishops 1 0 Samuel Wilson 1 0 
William Sumerfield 1 0 Joseph Horsefall 0 6 
George Bennet 1 2  E, Middleton 0 6 
1. Belsher, sen. 2 0 Joseph Andrew, a Republican, 
C. B. a Friend to the Cause 0 6 and a Hater of the crafts of 
J. Padiey 0 4 Kings, Bishops, Priests, and 
The World is my Country and . Deacons i 0 
todo good my Religion 1 0 William Calvert 0 6 
One who heard a Unitarian Priest Thomas Sleigh 0 6 
last Sunday night call your Moses Evers 0 6 
publications ribaldry 1 0 George Hargroye 1 0 
A Shoemaker 1 0 Joseph Winter 0 3 
Francis Marsden, a Republican Robert Duff 1 0 
and Materialist, and a Hater John Woodhead 1 0 
of the Crafts of Kings, Bi- No Account can be given 0 6 


shops, Priests, and Deacons “1 0O 





Thanks to my Sheffield Friends, and let the Unitarian 
Priest of their town answer, instead of abusing, my publi- 


Cations. 
R. CARLILE. 


No, 25. Vol. VI. 
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A NEW SCHEME 


TO COUNTERACT THE WORKINGS OF A FREE PRESS AND 
| FREE DISCUSSION, 





THe following hand-bill, or placard, bas been sent to me, 
after being taken down from the walls of Bolton, Lanca- 
shire. My Correspondent is anxious that I should solicit 
an order for a supply of my pubiications to this Library as 
it would be as well adapted to the tastes as to the pockets 
of the labouring poor of Bolton, to be able to get a know- 
ledge of all my publications through some such channel, 
He assures me it would be a means to keep the Librarian 
in most active employ, whilst, if the Library contains no- 
thing but lying and superstitious tracts, the people of Bol- 
ton already know enough of them to refuse to waste any 
more time in reading them, without other expence. I there- 
fore publicly solicit the favour of an order from Colonel 
Fletcher, and Hulton of Hulton, and if they cannot raise 
the means to pay me, I will give an assortment of my pub- 
lications as a subscription to so useful an Institution. 
R. CARLILE. 

Given under my hand and seal this 8th 

day of November, in the third Year 

of Liberty’s second dawn at Dorches- 

ter Palace. 





LIBRARY FOR THE POOR. 





A Parochial Lending Library has been formed by members of the 
established church, for the purpose of accommodating the poor with 
books, free of all expence. . 

The hbrary is kept at the Savings’ Bank, where catalogues will be 
provided. 

Any one borrowing a book, must either be recommended by a sub- 
<a or be known and approved by the person who delivers the 

oks, 

Attendance will be given at the Savings’ Bank, on a Saturday 
from 12 o’clock to 1 in the Afternoon. 
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SUBSCRIBERS, 


Barlow 

Bazley and Son 

Blair 

Bolling 

Carlile 

Casson 

W. Crompton 

Cross, Attorney 

Diggles 

Dobson 

Fletcher, Hollins, notorious 
Colonel. 

Gardner * 

Grisdale 

T. Hall 

Hardcastle, Firwood 

A, L. Haworth, Attorney 

J. Heaton 

P. Hewitt 

Howell 

Kulton, Hulton Park, Noto- 
rious 


Vrs. Bancroft, late Vicar’s Widow Mr. Jones, Ex-Boroughreeve 


Miss Bolling 
Mr. J. Bamber 


RR. and J. Mangnall 

Mawdsley, Boroughreeve— 
Adjutant to the Yeoman- 
ry—Clerk to the Savings’ 
Bauk at a salary of £50 
per Year, and. also Libra- 
rian to the above charm- 
ing Institution !!! 

Moore 

Piggot 

Ravald, Attorney 

Ridgway, Kidgmont, Magis- 
trate 

P. Rothwell 

Rushton, Attorney 

Scowcroft, Constable 

Slade, Vicar 

Taylor, Bradford House 

Taylor, Jun, do. 

Taylor, Brink’s Place 

Thistlethwaite, Curate 

Watkins, May Field, Magis- 
trate 

J. Woods, 





N. B. It is expected that the books, when lent, will be properly 
laken care of, and punctually returned according to the instructions 
given; and subscribers are requested to specify these conditions to 


the persons whom they recommend. 
Bolton, October 9, 1822. 


* Gardner and Yates, Printers, Bolton. 








TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





. 


Dear Sir, Hull, November 5, 1822. 
At length I have the pleasure to transmit to you, a few subscriptions 
at this place on your behalf, which you will find at the foot -hereof. 

idering the cause—the sacred cause of “ free discussion on mat- 
lers of opinion’’ which you so ably defend, aud the persecutions and 
sufferings that you, and your family have undergone in supporting 
that cause; } regret extremely that the amount 1s so small, There 
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are probably many individuals who neither read nor wish to read 
your publications, and who yet wish to contribute their mites towards 
your support, from a persuasion that you are the victims of Savage 
injustice and oppression, Such was the case of the principal 
scriber who brought his pound to me last night, declaring that he 
had long wished to assist you as far as his ability would go, but did 
not know before what medium to adopt. 

I am no admirer of the doctrines of Materialism, their mora) 
tendency is 1 think, but badly evinced by the conduct of many 
opulent individuals, who are quite of your opinion, and yet do not 
afford you the least succour. 

Those doctrines are not at all moral to me. I remember readine 
some of the best French works on that subject above twenty years 
ago, when kving under the dominion of the ** Holy Inquisition” in 
Spain, but (perhaps from the obtuseness of my understanding | 
could never comprehend it possible that mere matter and motion 
without intelligence, could produce that admirable symmetry and 
order in the material world, much less that they could produce in- 
telligent beings. 

Priests have been so full of tricks and delusion, that it is not sur- 
prising that many like yourself, reject every thing they advance as 
false. But though you differ trom me in opinion, ought | to impri- 
son and fine you, if it were in my power? No! God forbid; for you 
have just as good a right to fine and imprison me and others, who 
presume to differ from you in opinion: No, no, let all have fair play 
say I, whatever be their tenets—It is a poor religion indeed that can- 
not stand the test of argument, aye and that of ridicule too. Having 
as I before remarked lived under the holy Spanish Inquisition, we 
will, if you please, contrast its conduct with that of the md * Fn- 
glish Inquisition’’ or rather Inquisitions, for we have two of them. 
I was impudent enough when there, to speak pretty freely against 
the ‘* Institutions” of that country, without however being in the 
least molested either by individuals or the Inquisition, A friend of 
mine proposed to introduce me to the latter, in order that I might 
have a thorough set to with them. 1 declined the offer, knowing 
that they used the same strong arguments which your persecutors 
use—fine and imprisonment! Some pitied my ignorance and prayed 
for me, and if your persecutors would restrain their pious rancour 
and be content to do the same only, they would be no worse Chris- 
tians on that accuunt—Christians, they are not so, who persecute 
others—they may be Atheists or hypocrites but not Christians—the 
latter return good for evil—do unto others as they would have others 
do unto them—love their enemies. But our Mock-Christians cannot 
even love their friends, who wish to point out to them the path of 
truth. 

1 am digressing however from my subject—let us return to the 
contrast between the English Inquisition and the Spanish. The for- 
mer lay traps and snares and excite even to the commission of what 
they call crime—employ their spies to peep through key-holes and 
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sch like dirty tricks. Now I will tell you what the Spanish In- 
sisition did in a case that came to ny knowledge. An old Spa- 
riard, full of zeal for truth and hatred to imposture, loudly and 
constantly denounced the delusions and tricks of the priests. This 
of course came to the ears of the Luquisition—They deputed one of 
their body to wait on the individual and point out to him the im- 
propriety of his conduct in disturbing the order of society, and un- 
binging the faith of Christians; they begged of him to desist. It 
was of no avail, he could not restrain himself, determined to open 
the eyes of his countrymen, if possible, he denounced as loudly as 
ever, the errors of their infallible church, | 

Well, what did the holy Gentiemen do now think you? Send 
their spies to entrap him? No! they waited upon him again, as- 
suring him that they did not want to iujure him nor interfere at all 
with his opinions—they were as liberal as Mr. Scarlett was, when 
talking about Mr. Williams and the Durham Priest, ‘* You are at 
fall liberty,” said they, ‘* to entertain any opinion whatever, only 
rs them to yourse/f—you wust not disturb society by publishing 
them, 

The worthy old Spaniard being ‘ ubstinate’’ as some weak people 
call it, pursued his career as before, and was at length seized on by 
the Inquisition, and sent across to the Spanish’ fort on the coast of 
Africa. Now which do you like the best, or rather which do you 
hate the most, the English or the then Spanish Inquisition? O yes, 
we have Inquisitions, and are a free people too ! 

If you have received the Hull Advertiser that has been sent to you, 
I néed not tell you what a Rev. G. C. Sinith from Penzance has been 
saying here about you. It was a sad omission on his part not to as- 
certain the name of your Shopman who has recanted and burnt his 
books. From his statement it would appear that infidel writings are 
not of so combustible a nature as other papers, for your poor repent- 
ant Shopman had to blow the fire in order to consume them! With 
my best wishes for the welfare of yourself aud family, | remain, 


Dear Sir, Yours most sincerely, 
; "sit J. JACKSON. 





Subscriptions at Hull. 


s d. & & 
Zohn Richard Hooper, a Friend « Let the time past suffice that 
to Liberty 20 O ye have sought the will of the 
A Friend to the Rights of Man Gentiles” 2 6 
and Mr. Carlile 10 0 George Drant 2 0 
ard Richardson 5 0 Thomas Jackson 20 
who admires the reasoning William Jones, an Enemy to 
of P aine more than that of all Kings, Priests, and Lawyers 2 6 
: the Priests in the World 5 O William Stephens, an Enemy to 
Jackson 5 0 Kings and Priests 1 6 
: gh’s Ghost @ 6 J. K.a Materialist 2 0 
8 not evil one of another, Edward Beresford 0 3 
thren 1” 2 6 Joseph Jefferson 2 6 
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Sh : 
Joseph Williams 2 6 <An Admirer of your “ Blas- on 
John Parkins, a Republican 1 6 phemy” 01 
A Widow’s Mite 0 2 With growing grasp the Ciurch 
Trial by Jury,” but not a adheres 
packed one 1 O- Toher base mind-enslaving rites ; 
A Methodist in High Street 0 6 Yet looks around with conscious 
One who would cheerfully aloud dread, 
proclaim, And sighs to see her mortal foe, 
What he at present must with- The spreading Sun of Reason 
hold— his name 2 0 rise, 
May the principles which Mr. To sweep her poison from the 
Carlile propagates extend from Earth—John Sees 1 0 
pole to pole 0 6 D.O. P. Tin-plate Worker 0 6 


P.S. 1 hope there will be a further Subscription here for you, 





I must beg an excuse from all public answers to letters 
with subscriptions, throughout the present volume. My 
friends at Hull, and every where else, will, I am sure, ex- 
cuse that which has more of formality than use in it. My 
thanks are given in this short note with the same feelings 
as if it filled a number of pages to express them. 

R. CARLILE. 








ISRAEL VINDICATED. 


(Continued from Page 768.) 





LETTER XXVII. 
Bible Societies—Character and Views of the Missionaries. 


DeaR Isaacs, . 
INDEPENDENT of the Society for ‘* Ameliorating the condi- 
tion of the Jews,” there are upwards of twenty societies In 
this city, entitled Bible, Missionary, Religious Tract, and 
Education Societies, all labouring to propagate the Nazarene 


faith. A great proportion of these institutions consists of 


females, whose temperament renders them more the dupes 
of craft and of fanaticism than the other sex. You would 
be surprised to witness the zeal, with which these infatuated 
creatures devote themselves to a system, in the belief of 
which they have been nurtured from their infancy, and 
which, as-far as respects their own judgments, they know 
as little as the worshippers of Brahma. Girls, scarcely at- 
rived at the age of puberty, engage in this task of “ soul 
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aving,” as if this was the only end of their creation: and, 
instead of studying to acquire those correct notions so essen- 
4 jal to their future welfare as wives and as mothers, their 
whole aim seems to be how they shall obtain fame in the 
arena of religious disputation. ‘They are ambitious only 
to excite the admiration of fanatics like themselves, who are 
jointly pursuing a track foreign to their sex, and in which 
hey will never find any thing but disappointment and re- 
norse. Even the mothers, by their example, lend their aid 
in corrupting the principles of their daughters; and, as if the 
6 waste of time, and the total ueglect of rational education, 
were not enough, these heads of families deprive their off- 
spring of their legitimate rights, that they may have money 
to promote the cause of superstition. Instances have come 
uder my own observation, where mothers of families, filled 
with these fanatical notions, have actually appropriated the 
produce of their husband’s labour, while their children had 
scarcely a morsel to eat, to aid a foreign mission, or to as- 
sist in establishing a Tract or Bible Society. 

It isin this way, dear Isaacs, that the Nazarenes find the 
means of disseminating their pestiferous doctrines. It is true, 
they assail the weak-minded of both sexes; but they bave 
not to learn, that when the object in view is the promotion 
of religion, the weaker sex are always foremost in the ranks, 
and promptest in drawing the strings of their purses. With 
those who have the managementand disposal of these funds, 
interest is the grand stimulant to action. {itis the multipli- 
cation of books containing the Nazarene dogmas, this gives 
employment to such members of the society as follow that 
particnlar profession, and who, it will be found, are much 
hore zealous for the promotion of their comfort bere than 
hereafter, Patronage is always desirable. The creation of a 
: public fund, whatever may be its object, is calculated to afford 
) lo small gratification to those who are entrusted with its 
| appropriation. The money raised for Bible and Missionary 
| Societies, thus becomes a source of profit to one part of the 
| community, and the means of gratifying the vanity of ano- 

her; while the great mass who give them their support, 
are persuaded that they are doing God service in denying 
themselves the comforts of this life, and bestowing the fruits 
of their labour in promoting the ‘“ holy cause.” 
_ When a mission to convert the aborigines of this country, 
8 the purpose in view, it is then that the objects selected, 
Come more directly under our observation, as selfish, interest- 
ings. In general, the men employed to carry the 
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“light of the glorious gospel among the heathen ;” those 
youths, whom the pious care of some Female Missionary 
Association has rendered qualified for such a task, are of 
low origin, and of indolent habits, but possessed of sufficient 
cunning to perceive, that a comfortable living may be made 
out of the superstitious credulity of others. Enemies to |a- 
bour, and the pursuits of an honest calling, they affect a sane- 
tity of manners and aspect, which passes with the vulgar as 
a proof of holiness; and having thus gained the first step to- 
wards the accomplishment of their ulterior views, they bold- 
ly pretend to divine jllumination, to be the inspired of hea. 
ven, the peculiar favourites of the Almighty. Nothing 
more is wanting to qualify these barefaced pretenders for 
preaching the Nazarene faith to the unenlightened and sim- 
ple, who, in every country, are fond of novelty, and disposed 
to listen to those who amuse their fancy, without informing 
‘their understandings. A Nazarene missionary, is at all 
times a man who makes up for his lack of knowledge by 
the audacity of his pretensions, and the seeming piety of 
bis conduct. 

Not to speak of other countries, I observe, dear Isaacs, 
that the Nazarenes of this, and of the eastern states, are ex- 
erting themselves in an uncommon degree, to send missions 
among the Indians, and even to supply the southern states 
with preachers. To judge of the influeuce which the Naza- 
rene faith has hitherto had upon society, it is in vain to ex- 
pect that these efforts will produce a beneficial result. On 
the contrary, there is every reason to believe, that even the 
condition of the rude and untutored savage, will be rendered 
worse by placing him under the guidance of these spiritual 
directors. Attempts, similar to those now going on iu the 
United States, have for several years been making by the 
British in their East India possessions, which have termina- 
ted in a way that demonstrates the absurdity of the mission- 
ary system, which is there conducted pretty much in the 
way that it is conducted here, and by the same efficient 
means. 

It appears to have been the wish of a certain class of the 
Nazarenes in England, to obtain the sanction of the govern- 
ment in favour of sending out missionaries to the east. A 
legislative measure was lately proposed in the House of 
Commons, to that effect; on which occasion a mem ber* 
eloquently, and at great length, exposed the dangers attend- 


* Charles Marsh, Esq. 
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ing {bis measure, and demonstrated, in the clearest manner, 
its pernicious tendency upon the morals of the natives of 
Hindostan, where much blood had been shed, in consequence 
of the indiscreet zeal of the missionaries. Speaking of the 
pretensions of the men that had been sent out by the London 
Missionary Societies, he observes, ‘ that every inspired cob- 
ler, or fauatical tailor, who feels an inward call, has a kind 
of apostolic right to assist in the spiritual siege, which has 
been already begun, against the idolatries aud superstitions 
of that degraded and barbarous country.” How applicable 
is this description to the missionaries employed in the United 
States, and how nearly does the language which they use to 
describe the poor Indians, resemble that of their brethren in 
the east, when speaking of the Hindoo nations. 

The speech from which I have taken the above extract, is 
so fraught with good sense, and forcible argument, that I 
cannot refrain, dear Isaacs, from recommending it wholly to 
your perusal. Meanwhile, I transcribe the following addi- 
tional passage, as immediately applicable to the subject of 
this letter. After dwelling at some length upon the moral 
character of the Hindoos, and vindicating them from many 
idle and unfounded aspersions, the speaker proceeds :—“ If 
Christianity is sent out to them, attributing to the beneficent 
Author of Nature, the same morose, capricious, revengeful 
passions, which agitates the human tyrant, but with infinity 
to. his power, and endless duration to his inflictions ; if it 
was the primary tenet of that doctrine, that the same being had 
made a fanciful and arbitrary destination of a large portion of 
his creatures, without blame or delinquency, nay, before their 
birth, to everlasting misery ; and to have as fancifully and 
capriciously destined the rest to an eternal happiness, un- 
earned by one real merit, or one virtuous aspiration :—and 
if in this gloomy creed, an assent to mystical propositions 
was the chief claim to salvation, while it pronounced the 
purest and most exalted morals to be equivalent to the most 
abandoned wickedness ;—reason and common sense might 
be allowed to throw out a few scru ples against the subversion 
of the established morals or theology of India, however ab- 
oe or superstitious, if such was the system by which they 
bs be superseded. Suppose then, that the missionaries 
ne is persuasion were to establish their creed among the 
P= = of Hindostan. It is obvious that they will have lost 
re : Se yeogy of the Hindoo system; but who will say 
C ey have got the advantages of the Christian ? 

oOmpute their gains.—Among other prominent peculiari- 
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ties of their religion, z¢s severe and inviolable prohibitions 
against the use of intoxicating liquors will have been over. 
thrown. It is scarcely possible to estimate the complete re- 
volution, which this single circumstance will produce jn 
their manners and morals. It will destroy every shade and 
tint in their national character ; it will overturn the mounds 
by which they have been secured from the whole rabble of 
vices which scourge the western world; vices of which 
drunkenness is the prolific parent, and which reuders the 
mass of the population of our own country the most profli- 
gate and abandoned in Europe. It is not that other reli- 
gions do not prohibit this species of intemperance ; but the 
Oriental are the only ones that render it impossible. I leave 
it to those who are versed in moral calculations, to decide 
what will have been gained to ourselves by giving them Cal- 
vinism and fermented liquors; and whether predestination 
and gin, will be a compensation to the natives of India for 
the changes which will overwhelm their habits, and morals, 
and religion?” | 

The application of these pertinent remarks to the Mis- 
Sionary Societies established iu America, is clear and incon- 
trovertible. - 

Farewell, dear Isaacs; may you have abundant wealth, a 
numerous and healthy offspring, and enjoy every happiness 
compatible with the present state of society. , 

NATHAN JOSEPH. 





LETTER XXVIII. 
Character of the Quakers—Persecuted in the United States. 


DEAR ISAACS. r 
I HINTED to you in a former letter, that even in the United 
States, where-every man is entitled, by the general consti- 
tution, to worship God in the way he may think best, there 
has not been wanting instances of persons, influenced by @ 
fanatical spirit, who would fain have deprived tbeir fellow- 
citizens of thisinvaluable right. It would have been greatly 
to the honour of humanity, if, in a country so justly renown- 
ed for its liberal institutions, nothing of an intolerant aspect 
had ever appeared. The truth, however, is, that 1 all 
places where the Nazarene religion has been introduced, 
the spirit of persecution has accompanied it. Would yo 
believe it, dear Isaacs, that the men who fled from Englan¢, 
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nd originally peopled this country; that these men, who, 
inorder to escape from the horrors of persecution, sought 
arefuge in @ wilderness, should themselves have afterwards 
become the most unrelenting persecutors?—Liowever incre- 
jible the fact may appear, and however unwilling 1 was, at 
frst, to believe it, 1 find it too well ascertained to be any 
longer in doubt, that blood, the blood of Nazarenes, has 
been shed in this country, not by the aborigines, who are 
alled savages, but by a portion of those very Nazarenes, 
who profess to worship the same merciful Being, and to 
ossess the only faith which announces “ peace on earth, 
aid good will to man.” 

Your frequent intercourse with the Nazarene sect called 
Quakers, renders it unnecessary for me to say much respect- 
ing the tenets of this respectable part of the community. 
Upwards of a century ago, the Marquis D’Argens gave the 
following sketch of their character:—‘“ The Quakers are, 
pethaps, the only true philosophers of all the Nazarenes. 
They never give any body the title of Svr, much less less of 
your Highness, or your Majesty. ‘They say, that all such 
words are the invention of the pride of man; aud that it is 
ridiculous to call mere earth-worms by the titles of your 
Eminence, your Holiness, your Hacellency, &c. And to 
avoid being guilty of it, they ‘hee and ¢kow even princes 
and kings. The reason they give for this, is, that a great 
nan is not fwo persons, and that ¢thow becomes him much 
better than you, which is generally larded with some superb 
lerms that he does not deserve. ‘Their habit is generally 
very plain, without plaits or buttons, to the end that it may 
bea continual lesson to them to be more virtuous than other 
nen. They never take oaths; for they say, it is horrid to 
prostitute the name of. the Most High, in the disputes of 
Wretched mortals; and that a man who iutends to be virtu- 
ous, ought never to affirm or deny a thing, but by a yea and 
anay. It is a leading feature in their system never to go to 
War, and not to shed blood upon any pretext whatever. 
They say, that the glory-of conquerors is a fury fit for 
‘madman, and are grieved at the murders which other men 
Commit, and gild over with the epithets of courage, great- 
ness Of soul, magnunimity, or love of country. ‘They add, 
that if all men were Quakers, content with possessing what 
they have, they would not, like famished wolves, go and 

people to pieces, whom they never saw or had any 


ee of, and who never, perhaps, did them any 
tm,” 
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There is every reason for believing, that the Quakers of 
this century are deserving of the high character given them 
in the last by the Marquis D’Argens. Every where in the 
United States they have been remarkable for their quiet and 
unassuming manners, liberal sentiments, and philanthropic 
principles. It was from among this harmless sect, that the 
frantic bigots of New-England selected victims, whom the 
immolated on the altar of their vindictive zeal. Little more 
than a century and a half has elapsed, since they fined, 
whipped, cut off the ears, and .put to death numbers of 
Quakers of both sexes, because they would not renounce 
their religious opinions, and conform to the practices of 
their persecutors. John Copeland, Christopher Holder, 
and John Rous, were deprived of their ears, and afterwards 
whipped, “ for the breach of the law entitled Quakers *.” 
As the operation of this law did not produce the desired 
effect, an act was passed at Boston, October 20th, 1658, 
by which it was declared, that all persons “ being con- 
victed of the. sect of the Quakers, shall be sentenced to 
be banished upon pain of death.”—Three men and a 
woman were tried and convicted, under this last act, 
of being Quakers; banished from the jurisdiction of 
Boston: and two of the men, William Robinson and Mar- 
maduke Stevenson, and the woman, Mary Dyar, having 
been afterwards found within that jurisdiction, were pub- 
licly executed. Such, indeed, was the determined resolu- 
tion at this time, to exterminate this peaceable sect, that no 
one dared receive them into their house. Those who gave 
them any countenance were subjected “ for the first offence, 
if a male, to have one of his ears cut off, and to be kept at 
work in the house of correction, till he (the Quaker) should 
be sent away on his own charge. For the second, the 
other ear, and to be kept in the house of correction as afore- 
said. Ifa woman, then to be severely whipt and kept as 
aforesaid, as the male for the first; and for the second ofleuce, 
to be dealt withgl as the first; and for the third, he of 
she should have their tongues bored through with an hot vr0n, 
and to be kept in the house of correction, close at work, till 
they be sent away on their own charge.” 

When [ contemplate these horrid and bloody deeds, owt 
petrated by one Nazarene sect upon another, and that sec 
too professing to be of the reformed religion, it does, | wre 
fess, lessen, in my estimation, the cruelties practised by | 


* Sewel’s ilist. of the Quakers, vol. I. p. 364, 424, 430. 
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[nquisition. The men composing that , 
opealy justified their acts “sg to eigune: tr ibunal, 
Roman church. The Protestants, on the amide aight 
up toleration, and declaimed against the Pontiff pees 
shom they charged with being “drunk with th . pe 
jesaints.’ The Catholics pleaded the auth ty ig fla 
xhocommanded his apostles to ‘‘ compel” th oi, y of Jems 
not conform to the faith, and strictly enjoi 4 hi who would 
vho had not a sword, to “sell their he tp 1 b rallowert, 
The reformed, denied the d2¢eral inter seas oie tal 
iese passages, and maintained that the ‘ligio pr sue 
vasa religion of peace, good will, and bre igion of Jesus 
hen the power, however, of ws ~~ rotherly affection. 
Wey exercised it with as unrelenting was in their bands, 
—e and with far less excuse Baty a | - 
atter possessed some show 7 mn 1e 
ceedings of the former were bevthe — ’ - hile the pro- 
re and most public Jéclarations ene Seo ore 
e American revoluti : 
which bound up the ciiude and eel pry matt 
rs They can no longer employ hoy ‘ ke» seqdhenat rom 
ey are driven .: a es 
0 ee Rhee Bo ers 
of Nazarenes. I wish I could add ore ey any aA 
Sates have confined themselves solel " yr mo ot he ee 
were entirely divested of that snintt or poh suse; that they 
dicates a disposition direct at d CtFACHOD, which u- 
went, The American icscpene dan ayer wid of — 
lat he will give him up to the my wet ten Rea ns 
punished for heresy ; but he d , epuyaiie pesrer 20 
o this: he throws out hints 2 ry cenipmonnt 
pecting the character of those who diff rsa juquendos, i 
te reiterates these in circles h m . er fepm Bim tn OPN 
ect; and while professin where he knows they will take 
mate hypocrisy, to lament 1 8 in a tone of the most consum- 
itt to exult wiht ne oe the errors of his brother, he is the 
ould mention i Soe YiCtien of his perfidious villainy. I 
wd masked merable instances of this underhand 
of 1 system of persecution, not only of the l 
our nation, but of Christi ‘t rard ope Boo Roig 
men calling themselves f i any Sowerrr Christians, of 
od, and deriving their i ral ana fe ee 
Mis! aabiian 3 ve religious observances and doctrines 
tn of science Tilt source. But it Is chiefly against 
Rake oe igence, and liberal sentiments, that 
ploy their secret weapons. They even lay 
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aside their own quarrels for a season, that they may direct 
their united forces toward the ruin of every one who ventures 
to question the truth and divine authority of the Nazarene 
system. Even when they do make a show of defendino 
themselves openly, they never rely ‘for success upon {air 
means. The terms Infidels, Atheists, Enemies to God, and 
every opprobrious epithet, are heaped upon their adversaries. 
Entrenching themselves behind the terrific ideas, to which 
the use of these terms give birth, they abandon rational dis. 
cussion and demonstration, and substitute in their place the 
most absurd theories, and the most ridiculous observances: 
well assured, that they will always find admirers and sup- 
porters among the stupid and the vulgar. 

Farewell, dear lsaacs; let us always be grateful to the 
God of our fathers for his manifold blessings. 

NATHAN JOSEPH. 





LETTER XXIX. 


Religious Tests in Maryland and Massachusetts—Reflections on Toleration. 


DEAR ISAACs, 

IT was not my intention to have troubled you again, with 
any observations on theological subjects; but having lately 
acquired the knowledge of some facts, with which I was 
formerly unacquainted, respecting the intolerant treatment ol 
our brethren in two of the neighbouring states, I cannot 
refrain from offering some remarks upon this topic before 
closing this correspondence. 

When, in a former letter, I congratulated you on the pro- 
tection here secured “ by the constitution of the country, 
to all professions, 1 had no idea, that in the states of Mary- 
land and Massachusetts, religious tests still existed, by 
which all who refuse to subscribe to a declaration of their 
belief in the Christian religion, are precluded from holding 
public offices, and declared unfit to be representatives of “ 

eople. An effort was lately made in the legislative assembly 
of Maryland, to expunge this law in so far as It — 
our nation ; but this was defeated by a large majority : 
votes, which shows beyond all doubt, that whatever may . 
the feelings of the general government, and however sere 
the fundamental principles of the constitution, there are ~ 
existing in this country, who, in defiance of both, on ge 
to persecute our unfortunate race. A Mr. Lecomple 
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Dorchester, who voted against the bill in the Maryland 
legislature, stated, that “~e did not think it proper or expe- 
jot to grant the rights and privileges which we enjoy, to 
i sect of people who do not associate with us, and who do 
jot even eat at our tables*.” According to this sapient re- 
presentative of freemen, the Jews are to be held in a state 
of vassalage and degradation, so asto render them unfit to 
jsociate with theit masters; and for this unfitness they are 
to be punished by being for ever kept in that degraded state. 
Another of these representatives, a Mr. Forrest, objected to 
the bill, because, as he said, “it would encourage the Jews 
come and dwell among us.” ‘Thus on the one hand, we 
are unjustly accused of a want of hospitality, and, on the 
other, a fear is expressed that we should form a part of 
society, where only we can perform those sacred rites. 
When party spirit and fanatacism determine to carry a mea- 
site, the partizans seldom fail of contradicting each other; 
their great object is to defeat their opponents without re- 
gard to consistency. Even truth and justice are of no avail, 
when opposed to political and religious bigotry. 

But why should the people of Maryland object to having 
Jews among them? Do they not dwellin considerable num- 
bersinevery other state in the union? Are they not respect- 
ed asgood citizens, as honourable in their transactions, as 
faithful husbands, and as prudent parents? In what part of 
the United States is it that the calendar of crimes is increased, 
othe prisons tenanted, by the persecuted descendants of 
Abraham? Do they in any instance, retaliate for the many 
wrongs which they suffer, and the unmerited calumnies 
beaped upon them by professed Christians? Even these in- 
juties are borne with a patience and fortitude, which ought 
lo procure them respect, instead of an aggravation of their 
niseries, : 


* National Intelligencer, October 14, 1820. 


(To be Continued.) 
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T. Shoffilt 10 


Subscribed by a few Friends to Civil and Religious Liberty of Bethnal Green, to 
James Hovey, 7, Elizabeth Street, Hackney Road, for the support of Richard 
Carlile, up to the 9th of Noyember, 1822. The Third Subscription. 


By Weekly Pence 21 3 Mr. Fion 015 

Young Lady, a Deist from Mrs. Warn 010 
Bethnal Green, an Old Three Republicans 03 0 
Friend 01 0 


The Receipt of Nine Pounds is acknowledged from the Nottingham Fund estab- 
lished for the support of Mr. Carlile during the reign of Persecution over him 
and his Family. 
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, ERRATA. 


THE following Errata occurred in the Observations on 
J. E. C.’s communication in the last Number. 

' The bottom line of page 738 was misplaced, it should 
have been the bottom line of 743. 

On page 744, the words “ origin—finite,” &c. are non- 
sense: no such thing was written: it should have been the 
original or the only infinite, or words to that effect. 

On page 745, the word vertical should read vortical. 

Many other literal and verbal errors occurred in the 
Number, but now as formerly [ must plead my situation as 
an excuse. | 


—— ed 





Printed and Published by R. CARLILE, 55, Fleet Street. All parnor cag 7 
(post paid) are requested to be sent to Dorchester Guol, until a fur bored 
dress to some House or Shop be given.—Orders, with remittances, of Te’ 
for payment, will be punctually attended to, Country Agents 
most liberal Terms for prompt Payment. 
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